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Civil protection 
test alert
throughout Austria on Saturday 3 October 2026,  
between 12.00 and 12.45 noon. 

180 sirens and the public warning system AT-ALERT are used to warn and alert the population of Vienna in case of 
disasters. Once every year, on the first Saturday in October, a nationwide test alert across Austria is held to ensure 
everyone is familiar with the signals, and to test the systems’ operation and reach. 

What the signals mean:

Test alert signal 15 seconds

Warning signal 3 minutes, continuous siren sound 
Approaching danger!
Switch on your radio/TV (ORF) or go online (orf.at) and 
follow the instructions.

Alarm signal 1 minute, intermittent (“wailing”) siren sound
Danger!
Take shelter in safe areas or rooms; follow the instructions 
given via radio/TV (ORF) or online (orf.at).

All-clear signal 1 minute, continuous siren sound
The immediate danger is over. 
Keep checking for further instructions via radio/TV (ORF) 
or online (orf.at).

AT-Alert Audio alert and warning message via mobile phone 
Emergency alert! 
Check the warning message and follow the instructions.

Do NOT dial any emergency numbers to get information by phone. 
You will be informed via radio/TV or online.

Video:        
diehelferwiens.wien.gv.at/ 
zivilschutzsignale 
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